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to convey their troops beyond the sea and Rhodes was
situated within easy reach of their vassal island of Cyprus.
Nevertheless, they found the knights to be of a different
metal from that of the Cypriots; and their campaigns against
Rhodes met with a severe rebuff. This was due to the
strong fortification of that island, to the rigorous observance
of discipline in the ranks of the Order, its unity in counsel
and in action, and to an elaborate system of espionage which
forewarned the Grand Master of the movements of the
enemy and thus kept the Order in full readiness to repulse
all attacks. Three times did the Egyptians attempt to
reduce Rhodes to subjection, and three times were their
efforts frustrated by the valiance and preparedness of the
knights. The first of these campaigns occurred in 1440
when a fleet of fifteen grabs was manned at Bulaq for the
attack on Rhodes, Sailing by way of Cyprus and Alaya
for revictualling, the fleet was reinforced by two more ships
provided by the Turkish amir of the latter place, and the
combined fleet reached Rhodes. To their dismay, they
found the enemy waiting for them. Their incursion was
repulsed with a loss of twelve Mamluks and many seriously
wounded. Seeing the hopelessness of their situation, they
withdrew to Egypt.1 The defeat of the Sultan's 2 arms
gave him a new grievance against Rhodes and decided him
to undertake another expedition to punish the masters of
that island and destroy their power. He started his pre-
parations with this object in 1442, and approximately one
year later a fleet carrying one thousand five hundred
regular troops in addition to a large number of volunteers
underthe commandof'Inal al-'Ala'i was brought toDamietta
on the way to Tarabulus where it was planned that they
should be reinforced by more men from Syria. The
Egyptian fleet was, however, battered and dispersed on
a tempestuous journey, and its arrival delayed. Some
ships reached Beirut and others Tarabulus, only to find
1  MaqrlzT, %j.tab al-Sutiik, IV (B.M. MS. Or. 2902), ff. 216-17; ibn
Taghrl Bardr, op. cit., VIII, 114; Vertot, Chevaliers de Malte, II, 3 63 et seq.;
Weil, Abbasidenchalifat, II, 234.
2 Tlie reigning Sultan was Jaqmaq (al-Zahir Saif-al-Dln), and the Grand
Master of Rhodes Jean de Lastic; see Genealogical Tables, Appendix V.